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My Lord, 


I'S from the wndeſerved Mercy of our 

God, and the tender-care of our Sove- 

raign and -bis anointed, that we now ſee, to 
the great ſatisfafion-of our Friends and the 
terrour of our Enemies, the great City of 
England, lately conſumed with flames and 
entombed in its own Aſhes ; not only raiſed 
again, but advanced to that high :degree of 
Splendor and Magnificence, that now it much 
exceeds its Seff, and perhaps all other Cities 
of the World beſides. *Tis well known, as 
well to our Adverſaries as to our Allies, that 
London 1s, mot only the Metropolis of Eng- 
AZ3 land, 
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on, but your Lordſhips Sword, when matters 
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land, bur its ſlirength, treaſury, and glory too, 


- Such is the number of its nhabitants ; ſuch 


is the ftate/ineſs of its firudiures; ſuch is 
the wealth of its Merchants, Companies, and 
Chamber ; that we may eaſily conclude, that, 
One London is more concerned in the ſucceſs of 
the preſent War, than all our Cities beſides. 
The quarrel, betwixt us and our neighbours 
beyond the Sea, 1s of grand importance ; the 
Diſpute 1s, Whether the New States of Hol- 
land ſhall brave it over the Antient Kings of 


England? whether Rebels ſhall Lord it over - 


Soveraigns ? whether the Zexel ſhall rule the 
Ocean? or, that which 1s all one, whether 
Amſterdam ſhall give check, to London, and 
Law to.the World 2 My Lord, the matter now 
referred to the deciſzon of the ſword, being of 
ſo great Moment ; every Engliſhman, every 
Magiſtrate, every Ccrporation, but eſpecially 
that of London, ſtands obliged todo, what- 
ever may be done, for the juſt hoxour of our 
Prince ,, the ſecurity of our Trade, and the 
eſtabliſhment of our Church and Nation. 


I donor doubt, but your Lordſbips Mace, 


when occafion is offered, will be employed 
to defend his Majeflies Crown; 1 do not queſti- 


ſo. 
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ſo require, will be readily drawn to proteT his 
Majeſties Scepter ; there's no good Chriſtian, 
buc is a g90d ſubject too ; and there's no good 
ſaubje , but will ſacrifice his Honowr , his 
Power,his Eſtate,his BlooZ, his Life, in the juſt 
windication of his Soveraign. But yer, there 
is ſomething more than all chis, that muſt be 
done ; our holy God, that 1s ſo juſtly diſplea- 
ſed with our Nation, muſt be reconciled; Re- 
ligion, that is ſo much decayed, muſt be re- 
paired; fin, that is grown ſo bold and daring, 
mult be ſuppreſſed ; and amongſt che many de- 
teſtable vices of this age, there is none, that 
ruines us more, than drunkenneſs and: whore- 
dome ; the abuſe of good wine, and the uſe of 
bad women. And could we but once ſee a 
reſtraint laid on fin ; could we but once ſee 
every accurſed thing removed from our Citzes, 
our Camp, and our Court, we might then hope, 
that our God would either bleſs us with peace, 
or proſper us 1n war. 

And this is the only defign of chis diſcourſe; 
adefign, which your Lordſþip was pleaſed fo 
far to approve, as to invite me tomake it Pub- 
lick, And fince, through your Lordſhips 
encouragement, the Preſs hath ſent that a- 
broad intothe world, which was defigned = 
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the Pulpit only, asI humbly beg your Lord. 
ips kind Patronage, ſo do 1 earneſtly crave 
the Readers ſerious confideration ; with this 
allurance, that if the matter of this ſeaſona- 
ble diſcourſe be duely weighed, and the Rules 
delivered therein be EY prafiiſed , 
this poor Paper-Pellet will conduce more to. 
wards the gaining of a glorious Vidtory, than 
all our Musket and Canon-ſhot. With my 
Prayer to Almighty God, that he would fo 
bleſs your Lordſbips Government, that the 
Inhabitants of your City may. be preſerved 
from Sword and Peſiilence, and its ſumptuous 
Buildings from further Flames, 1 am 


Your Lordſhips Friend 


and Servant, 


Francis Gregory. 
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DErur. 23. 9. 


When the Hoſt goeth forth againſt thine ene- 
mies, then keep thee from every wicked thing, 


Hat a conſtant and uniform obedience is 
due to the great God of heaven, at al 
times and in al/ conditions whatſoever, 
"tis beyond diſputez and that man is 
univerſally obliged at all ſeaſons, and 

in af caſes imaginable, to abſtain from lin, there's 
none can doubt, except it be ſome ſtupid ſoul, that 
is inſenfible what He/doth mean,or Heaven is worth, 
But although ſuch an uninterrupted comrſe of obedi- 
ence be indeed a thing, which God doth ever require, 
and man mult alway yield , yet there are ſuch and 
ſuch conjunJions and nicks of time , wherein we 
are engaged, not only by God: Perpetual and general 
laws, but by his particular Providences and our own 
private concerns , to praiſe Holineſs, and ceaſe 
from ſi. 
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In ſerene and Halcyon dayes, when God ſmiles up- 
on our Nation, methinks were there not command to 
require it, yet our own ingexnity, gratitude, and the 
great Gentleneſs of Chriſtianity ſhould conſtrain us, 
when we abound with mercies, to love and ſerve 
that good God, which giveth them. And when our 
Nation groars under the juſt diſpleaſure of Heaven, 
when the great God thiwnders jult over our heads in 
black and dreadful clouds, had we no Engagement 
beſides, yet methinks our preſent fears and appre- 
henfions of imminent daxgers ſhould oblige us, in 
the midſt of judgments, to avoid and detelt thoſe 
ſins which bring them. 

That's our caſe and our great Concern this day 3 
there is a war commenced, and the ſword is drawn : 
and that this war may prove ſucceſſful;that this ſword 
may enter where it ſhould 3 that our armies and 
2avies may prove viForious 3 what muſt be done) 
that great Moſes, who had the conda? of God: 
own armies , and was a warriour as well as a Pro- 
phet, doth thus inform us--wher the Hoſt goeth forth 
againſt thine enemies, then keep thee from every wicked 
thing. 

The words are fawilzar and eaſie, and ſo need no 
_—_—_ - there are #wo things conliderable in 
them ; 

I. Gods ſevere and {trict Command-- Keep thee 
from every wicked thing -thats our duty-- 
MU] ſaith the Hebrew---0vaz%---ſaith the 
LXXk--Caveto-- ſaith the-- Arabick--take heed-- 
beware,and that 72D of every wicked thing. 

2. Mans Particular ſeaſoz, wherein this great 
Command muſt, in an eſpecial manner, be 
obeyed ; and when is that-- when the Hoſt go- 
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” eth forth againſt thine enemies : thew , keep 
thee from every wicked thing 3 if ever ye will 
doit, do it then. 

The ſubſtarce of the zcxt, and the ſum of our 
diſcourſe will lie 1n this ſhort concluſion 5 namely, 
That a Nation, ingaged in War, is, upon that very ac- 
count, the more obliged to abſtain from every ſin , but 
mmmch more from foul ones. Molit certain it is, there 
Isnothing to be named in all the world,that doth ren- 
der a people ſo unfit for War, asfin 5 fee why in ſever 
particulars. 

1. Sin doth much i##poveri/ſh that Nation, where 
it reigns « Doubtleſs, the poorer a Nation is, tis the 
more unfit to prepare for War; a goodbank,a rich 
treaſure is well ſtiled reve 5% minus, the werves Of Iar. 
"Tis an old rule 'AryVpters myrxan ww, fight with ſilver 
as well as ſtee}3 there muſt be ſupplies of money as 
well as zen. 

But as for ſin and vice, like a Thief, it picks the 
ſubjeTs purſe, and who ſhall fill the Kings Exchequer 
then 2 That any perſon or Nation ſhould be highly 
debauched, and yet grow rich, *tis ſeldom ſeen: See 
what Joſes tells ſuch a ſmmner, Curſed ſhall be thy yet. 28, i-. 
backet and thy ſtore; Certainly , where the oth 
frets, the garment muſt decay ; If there be a worm at 
the root, the Prophets gourd muſt wither : So here; 
if the curſe of God attend the ſimrers eſtate, 'tis not 
ſbrange, that it welt away. 

But the truth is, there needs no crſe to make 
the ſinner poor 5 he doth it faſt enough himſelf. So 
the adulterer--by means of a whoriſh woman is a man Pro. 6. 25. 
brought to a morſel of bread. Thus drankards and l 
gluttons too, the glutton and the drankard ſhall come **%: 23: **: 


to poverty; but what wonder's that ?2-- Una come- 
B 2 dunt 


x Cor, 11, 30, 
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duet Patrimonia menſa--ſalch Juvenal , they devour 

an eſtate at a meal; T hey empty their bags into bottles, 

their Coffers Into Hogsheadss they exchange eſtates 

with the Yintner, they buy his wine, and he their land. 

Thus do inen, like Cleopatra, drink down Pearls and 
Jewels; they ſwallow down their Camels; nay,they. 
throw down Lordſhips and Mannours,and {o become 

drunkards firſt, and beggars next. 

2. Sindoth much deltrow the ſtrength of that Na- 
tion wherein it rezgns 3 It impairs the health,and takes. 
away the lives of men. Thus St. Paul, For this cauſe 
many are (ich and weak » and many alſo ſleep. 

Certainly, the more populous and ſtrong a Na- 
tion 1s,, the more 7 it is-to fight, Pugnare Thracunt 
eſt, ſaith Horace; the Thracians, that ſturdy Nation» 
are fit for War, *Iis good Counſel--Be ſtrong for 
battel--where numbers are great, where ſouldiers are 
vigorom, the vifory, in ordinary Providence, ſeems 
ſo much the ſarer. God indeed can fight and con- 
quer with the weakeſt Armiesz God could fight and 
beat Proud Pharaon with ſquadrons of lice, but man 
muſt fight with Ziozs 3 God could conquer with ſoul- 
diers too weak for Domitians bodkin, even pittiful 
fizes 3 yea, but the Romans could not do it without 
their Eagles, Methinks, that General ſhould deſpair 
of conqueſt, that ſhould lead an Army of ſuch i-po- 
tent and crazy Perſons, that were more fit for a 
crutch, than a ſword, for a couch, than a field. 

And this is that ſorry plight, into which Debav- 
chery brings a Nation; *tis but ſad to conſider, what 
rumbers of perſons are this day under the Phyſttiar 
and Chyrargion, that might have been under the Ge- 
zerah; Men,that have made themſelves fit only for an 
Hoſpital, that might have been fit for a Navy.. Tell 

| me. 
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me, Sirs, are the wounds of YVerus become more Ho- 
2ourable than thoſe of Jars? 1s it more gertile to 
linger or die of the Frenchmans diſeaſe, than run the 
hazard of the Dutchman's ſword 3 is it ind:ed more 
noble, by debauchery and vice Cowardly, to retire into 
our own graves, than by vertue and Courage to force 
our enemies into theirs ? 

Sure Iam, if we would beat our opex adverſaries, 
how ſtrong ſoever, we muſt firſt ſubdue our Private 
luſls, which make us weak. Thus 2oſes, Keep my Deut. 11.8. 
Commandments, that ye may be-ſtrong 5 our ſtrength 
lieth in our Religion, Chaſtity, and Sobriety. I dare 
affirm, to ſpare the Dutchmans Brandee is the (ureſt 
Courſe to /pil/ his blood; but if not, if we beat 
them, at their ſ/, we ſhall ſcarce beat them at their 
weapon too; if we beat them at the wize, we ſhall 
find it the harder to beat them on the water too. 
*Tis an everlaſting truth, where vice and debauchery 
reigns, it layeth ſuch vaſt zwnltitudes in their Beds 
and ſuch zumbers in their graves, that the poor Na- 
tion, as With the loſs of fo many limbs, ſo much bloud 
and. ſpirits groweth faint and weak,, and ſo becomes ——__ 
leſs fit for ar. | 
3. Sin doth much abate and ſink the courage of 
that Nation, where it reigns. There is no Accor 
pliſhment, that doth more adore a ſouldier, and pro- 
miſe viftory, than an undaunted courage, Prowefs,and 
Gallantry of foul. This was the main thing requir- 
ed by God himſelf 1n the Gezeral of his own Army-- 
Only be thou ſtrong and very conragiows3; but who is 19+ 1-7: 
this man of metal? Solomon telleth us-- The righteous Pro, 28. 1, 
is bold as a Lion--but whats the ſinner then ? the 
ſame verſe informs us--the wicked fly, when no man 
purſacth--(tout ſouldiers _— ! Perſons —_—_— 
2.3 1t 
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fit for War! but who can blame them? is it ſtrange, 
that that perſon ſhould be a coward , who all along 
hath been a ſinzer / is it a wonder,that any conſidering 
Perſon dares not fight, who knows himſelf in a con- 
. dition unfit to die? alaſs ! Conſcience tells him, if 
he be /lain this moment, he is lik= tobe dammed the 
next 3 if the ſword ſend him into his grave, 'tis like 
to ſend him into He//too 

Certain it is, there's none fo fit to war with mar, 
as he, that is at peace with God, I read, that when 
Pope Urbane the ſecond ſent an Army to the Holy 
land, that he might raiſe their ſpirits by excluding 
all fear of death and Hel/, he promiled every man 
of them a full Pardon of all their fins, the guilt 
whereof might otherwiſe have dogged them , and 
juſtly made them cowards. Such a Polztician was the 
crafty Pope; and ſos the Turk too, who exconrageth 
his ſouldiers to the moſt dargerows attempts, not fo 
much with preſent pay, as with certain promiſes of 
future happineſs in another world. 

And doubtleſs, there's nothing in all the world, 
that can raiſe a mans coxrage like to this; pardon of 
ſir, aſſurance of glory, removes all jealouſtes and 
quickens the ſpirit 5 innocence of life, freedom from 
gxilt, like ſilver and poliſhed armour it adorns and 
ſecures too. Methinks, that Perſon who hath foyled 
the Devil, need fear no #2ar 5 he that is ſure of 
Heaven,need fear no danger, that earth can threater: ; 
if the enemy 4z/ him, he doth but ſo much the 
ſooner crown him; if he diea ſoldier, he ſhall the 
quicker live aS aint. 

But alaſs ! ſuch encouragements as theſe , which: 
may juſtly prevent all fears and create a valoxr, the 
finger wants 5 and if ſo, there is a neceſſity that he 
, remain 
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remain a coward, except perhaps he prove a deſperate 
Atheiſt; except perhaps he can arrive to that high 
pitch of modern Gallantry, that he dares, in the ſer- 
vice of his Country, as well as in the quarrels of a 
Miſtreſs, not only die, but be damned too. Sure 
we are, the guilt of fiz, the fear of death, the dread 
of Hell, cannot chule, in all conſfdering Perſons, but 
abate and cool that conrage,which is required to make 
a Nation fit for War. 


4. Sin doth ſadly defeat all the Policy and wileſt- 


Counſels.of that Nation, where it rezens. 

Tacitas, that great Stateſman, tells us Inconſultz 
Impetus langueſcunt--force without counſel comes to 
nothing- . Another thus, Plura Conſiliis quam telis 
geruntur, There's more done by a Politich head, 


thanan armed hand, That proviſion, mentioned, 
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by the Prophet , is but neceſlary---Z have connſel 17.36. 3. 


and ſtrength for WWar-- counſel to adviſe, ſtrength to ex- 
ecute what more can be defired? What /eſ7 can 
ſerve? 

That's our caſez we have the BYff coat and the 
Gown, the fword-man and the ſtateſman; an Army 
abroad and Councils at home, the great Council of the 
the Nation, the Privy Council of the King, the com- 
7208 Conncil of the City, yea and Councils of War 
too. But were every member of theſe Conncils a- 
nother Soloz, another Achitophel, another Solomon, 


an Oracle,yet what would all their contrivances come ' 


too, if the alwiſe-God be provoked by ſm to blaſt 
them? *Tis that ſevere judgement, which God hath 
threatned over and and over againſt a wicked Na- 


tion--T will deſtroy the Counſel thereof--and ſo again-- 1 19. 5+ 
I will make void the Connſel of Judab--and what's the jer, 19, 5, 


iſſue? the very next words tell us--Z will cauſe 
them 
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them to fall before their enemy--I remember what Ho- 
race hathlong lince told us-- @xos vnlt perdere Jupiter, 
dementat prizs--1f God infatuate, *tisa ſad ſign, he 
intends to ruinez when once the brains be out, the | 
life quickly followeth. | 
5.Sin doth ſtrangely obſiru@ and fruſtrate the Pray- j 
ers of that Nation, where it rezgns. 
So uſeful 1s prayer in a time of ar, that even 
Julian the Apoſtate, and other heathens, would ne- 
ver fight till they had firſt #»voked their Gods, Tis 
obſerved of Judas Macchabeus, that, till he had pray- 
ed, he never fought any battel but one, andin that 
one he was ſlain, What bleſſed effefts prayer hath 
produced in War, Hiſtorians do inform us. Exſebius p 
tells us, that in Axre/ins his Army there was one 
legion {tiled by the Emperor himſelf--a5497 Kiegrofiar, 
| the Thandring legion--a Legion of Chriſtans, who in a : 
oreatwart of water, obtained by their Prayer a ſud- : 
den ſhower of rain to refreſh the Roman army, and a | 
florm of Thunder to confound their enemies. 
:x0d. 17.11, The Scriptures tell us-- where Moſes held up his 
| hand , Iſrael prevailed--the hand of Moſes had no 
weapon, yet It conquered. I remember that expreſ- , 
fion of a /earmed man--plas ad viloriam valent pio- , 
rum preces, quam Militum arma--A Religious perſon, 
who ſirikes no blow, who layeth no ſiege, except it 
be to Heaver, may gain the Conqueſt in his Cloſet 3 
and although the Chriſtian ſouldier muſt ſometimes | 
uſe his hands 5 yet beſt he fights, and doth moſt good 
upon his kzees. 1 
Doubtleſs, tofaſt and pray, in a time of War, doth 
well; but if we pray mow, and blaſpheme anon ; if we 


Faſt one day, and ſarfet the next; if we ſeem religi- \ 
ous 1n the Church , and then prove wanton in the 
Chambers 
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Chamber? what then? hen ye make many prayers, Twill 

rot hearz no,our ſweeteſt Incenſe will be unſavoury 3 & jc, | _ 

the very beſt of our breath will but ftizh with God. FIR 
I find, that when vice groweth bold and daring 3 

when a Nation groweth hiehly wicked, God doth 

ſometimes forbid his ſervants to izterpoſe on their 

behalt-- Pray not thou for this people--'Tis a dreadful 

command, but there's reaſon for itz the Tncorrigible 

ſinner 1s a declared enemy to God 3 and if ſo, is it fit to Jer: 7:15. 

pray, that God ſhould proſper his deſigns > Our fort 

offenders are known to be Traytors againſt the 1/a- 

; jeſly of Heaven andifo, is it handſome to pray, that 

j God (hould crown and bleſs them? no, *tis our great 

1 concern this day to lament with tears, and caſt off 

with deteſiation, our grievous crimes, and reform our 

debauched lives; for if not, 'tis ten to one but our 

prayers for ſucceſs and Viftory may be thought too 


bold,and prove too vain. 
6. Sin doth infallibly rob that Nation, where it 


reiees, of its ſtrongeſt allies and beſt aſſiſtants. 
That great Pons yl powerful Ss are of fin- 
oular uſe in War, experience ſheweth us 3 for, why 
{ elſedo al nations uſe them? And that their are no 
allies like God and his Angels, there's none, but an 
Atheiſt, doubts 3 but here's the miſery, a vicious na- 
tion can neither gaiz nor keep them. 

I remember what God himſelf told Foſhna,his own 
commander in chief--as 1 was with Moſes, ſo will The Joſhe r. 5. 
with thee--what an encouraging Promiſe is here ; but 
is it abſolute, or conditional > doth God oblige him- 
ſelf to be with Joſhna's Army, however they live, and 
whatever they do ? no; ſee how quickly the language 
of God isaltered--T will not be with you any more--n0? jo 


what's the matter ?--1will not be with you any more , 
C except 


—— 
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except ye deſtroy the accurſed thing-- That's our buſ7- 
eeſrs here is our intereſt; if there be ſuch aud ſuch 
accurſed things amonglt us, they muſt be removed, 
they muſt be quite deſireyed; or elſe we cannot rea- 
ſonably expect, that God ſhould help us. 

'Tis true, we have already ſuch and fuch a/es,and 
great ones too 3 and that we have ſuch and afſiſtar- 
ces 3 ſuch and ſuch er of War beſides our own, we 
mult bleſs our God and thank our King. But yet not- 
withſtanding , how numerous ſoever our Aniliaries 
and Navies are, there is ove Man of War yet more, 


that muſt be engaged too and who that is 2/0ſes. 


tells us--The Lord is 2 Man of War--let's but ſecure to 
our ſelves this Man of War, and we ſecure the con- 
queſt too. 

Sure we are, our other allies, how ſtrong ſoever, 
are nothing to this 3 what's an earthly Monarch to 
the great God of Heaver? What's the Commander of 
ſome few Squadrons to the great Lord of Hoſts > 
What's a Prirce, that can lend us but an handful of 


en , to that God, who can lend us thouſands of. 


mighty Angels? What's a Neighbour, that can lend 
us Ships and Canons, to that God who can lend us 


Thunder and Lightning, Storms and Tempeſts ? if once. 


this God become one of our Auxil/iaries, well may 
the Afotto of Venice become the Aotto of England 
too«- Nec flat, nec fiuGn Aoveor--neither winds nor 
waves can ſhakeusz There's nothing can-wrozg us , 
but our-ſe/ves 3, nothing,can beatus,hut our vice 3 no- 
thing can fire-our Ships, but our burning luſt nothing 
can robus of our Gods. aſſiſtance, but that,which robs 
us of his 1mage too,and that's our lin. Yet once more, 
7. Sin, debauchery.-, and vice, will infallibly 
make- the great God, and with him his holy angelr, 
tne 


T he Right way to Viffory, ' 

the Suz, the 1700n, the Starrs, even the whole crea- 

tion, to become enemies to that unhappy Nation, 

where it reigns, . | 

Thus the Prophet-- behold, I am againſt you, ſaith 16.13. 8. 

the Lord--O dreadful word ! if God be againſt vs, Lam.2.s, 
who can be for us? The Lord was an enemy--who 

then ca Or dares bea friend? If once it come to this : 
thatGod proves an emery,the whole univerſe will be fo 

too. Thus Claudiar- Militat ether & conjurati veninnt 

in claſſica venti--and thus a better author too--the ſlars Juag. g. 20. 
in their courſes fought againſt Siſera.For,if we believe, 

that God certainly 1s, what Luther terms him, AKeG&or 
2mndi--the Governor of the Iorld--we muſt believe, 

that all creatures whatſoever are, as Pineda words 

1t-- ſab Dei vexil/o--under Gods own banner, and do 

us good or harx, according as he commands them. 

I will not ſay, what ſome are apt to fear, that God 

1s become an enemy to England no, although vice 

doth ſtrangely reigr, yet God hath (till among(t us a 
conſiderable number of Religions and Pions ſervants, 

whom he dearly loves, and for whoſe ſake the Church 

and Kingdom ſtands. But as to the Nation in general, 

God hath given us very fbrewd ſigns to ſuſpect, that 

he doth not /ike our doings, When we confider the 

crimes, the many, the brutiſh, the deviliſh crimes, that 

are committed without control/ and that not by the 
raſcality of il] bred people, but the better ſort of men, 

whoſe aFions do become examples and rules to infe- 

riour perſons 5 we muſt acknowledge, that our holy 
God might juſtly caſt us off for ever. And when 

we confider the ſore, the many, the tremendions 
Tudgements, judgements almoſt beyond example, that 

we have felt, and yet grow worſe and worle , we 


have cauſe enough to be jealoxs, that God is at leaſt 
C 2 {t1)! 
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ſtill diſpleaſed and angry with us. The late wercies, 
which this Nation hath received, were beyond, not 
our deſerts alone, but our very expetationstoo3 tell 
me 3 was it not beyond our hopes , that, in ſpight of 
all oppoſers, God ſhould, in a miraculons manner, re- 
ſtore the King to his Throne , the Biſhop to his Chair, 
the Noblemar to his Honour, the Parliament to its Prix 
wiledges, and every Engliſh man to his right, without 
one blow, without oze drop of blood ? 

But conſider, what grateful acknowledgements hath 
this Nation made to God tor thzs 5 and the conſequer:-, 
ces of this, many other ſignal mercies? Alas / Such 
an arkind return have we made to Keaver, that we 
may now ſay-- 2xaniam mutatus: O how is Gods. 
countenance changed ! how ſtrangely 1s- it altered , 
his gracious ſmiles are now turned into ſuch dreadſi}, 
frowns, as if he meant to bury us in the wrinkles of 
his brow 3 we, that, through his favoxr, were lately. 
ſurpriſed with wmercics beyond our hopes , have now,, 
through his wrath and our own follies, been ſurpriſed 
with Judgments, even beyond our fears. / | 

For, tell me, what man could have imagined, that 
our late Plague, begun in ove ſingle family, ſhould,in 
a few weeks time, ſa ſpread it ſelf, as to make fo 
vaſt a City to become but one greater Peſthouſe ? that. 
there ſhould be ſuch a ſtrange Mortality, fo many 
Deaths and Burials in every corner,that every Church. 
might have changed it's old name, and every Pariſh 
been juſtly ſtyled a St. Sepulchres, 

Again, what man could have dreamed, that--ca-. 
ſus in urbe frequens--an ordinary fire, begun in ove lit- 
tle corner, ſhould in four dayes time, in diſpight of 


all that man could do, have reached and conſumed io 


many thouſand buildings, the houſes Of mer, and the 
Temples 
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Temples of God too. But to come neerer the buliaels 
of the Text : 

What man could have thought,that our zeer neigh- 
bours beyond the Sea, who were once the Poor de- 
ſireſſed States, ſhould ever have grown to that height, 
either of izpudence to affront, or ſtrength to with- 
ſland the King of England? who would have thought, 
that our old Petitioners ſhould have ever become our 
new Controllers ? that they, who were not able to ſe- 
cure to themſelves a ſmal/ ſpot of Land, ſhould now 
claim the vaſt dominion of the Seas, and the main 
trade of the world? Sure I am, as it was the khipd- 
eſs or perhaps the 7zprudence of England, that once 
made them great, io it is the fer of England, that now 
makes them troubleſome. When they were but inthe 
eeg, it was our 4nd warmih that hatched themz and 
although they are now grown upto be wipers, yetif 
our own firs created-it not, they will never.find a 
ſting to wound us, 

IF it be true, as ſome affirm, that our enemies 
wickedneſs Is fall as great as Our own, yet that con- 
fderation will not much relieve us3 Their Vices are 
not or Vertuesz nor will their Poyſon prove our 
Cordial, What if God ſhould uſe the Dutchman as 
he doth the Tzr4y who is-- flagel/am Dei--the ſcourge 
of God: that Rod, which the dews of Heaven keep 
freſh and green and flouriſhing, that it may /af? the 
longer, and lafh the ſorer too 2 What if God make 


England and Holland , being Nations which wercies- 


cannot Win, nor judgments ſcare, ſo to weaken One 


another, that a zhird ſhall over-run them both > 


This is that, which we have ſome-cauſe to fear, and 
many obligations to prevent 3 and ſurely, the way, 
the only ready way. to doit, is, to obey this great 

C 3 COMar 
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command in my Text--When thine Hoſt goeth forth 
- againſt thine enemies, then keep thee from every wicked 
 thing-- Methinks, ina time of Jar, men, and men 
deeply concerned in the ſucceſs too, ſhould not fo 
highly //z, and ſo provoke the great Lord of Hoſts 3 
Methinks, if we confider, that ar is a ſolemn and 
ſeriows thing, we ſhould forbear even our innocent 
ſports, much more our Heliſh Crimes, *Tis not for 
prudent Chriſtians to act like the ſilly fiſh, that are 
obſerved to play moſt and grow even wanton, when 
the florm 1s riſing. 

I am confident,it would even break our Hearts,and 
well it might, to ſee our Armies miſcarry; to ſee our 
' Ships burned with fire, or drowned in water ; to ſee 
a few broken Veſlels return laden with nothing elſe 
but poor wounded men, cloathed with ſhame and rol- 
led 1n bloud; if ſuch a ſpectacle would not pleaſe 
you, prevent it by your prayers, your #ears, Your 
vertuoxs lives, which are things, more likely then 
guns and ſwords, to gain the Conqueſt. 

I need not mind you, that the matters 1n diſ- 
pute and danger are of huge concern ! we do not 
fight for zoyes and zrifles! no the things contend- 
ed for are the Kirg and the Sbje@F, the State and 
the Church; the Crows and the Ajitre; Whatever it 
1s that three kingdoms are worth, doth now lie 
at ſtake, Tell me then, ſhall we be ſuch deſperate 
fools, as to hazard all this for ſuch or ſuch a beloved 
fin 2 Shall we be ſuch brutes, as to loſe all this, and 
our ſouls to boot, for ſuch or ſuch a curſed luſt 2 
O remember what the Great God commands us. and 
that in order to ſucceſs and ViFory-» Keep thy ſelf from 
every wicked thing-- Certainly, *tis a wicked thing to 
be drunk; 'tis a wicked thing to blaſpheme the name 


O 
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of God; 'tis a wicked thing to be unclear and war + 
ton; "tis a wicked thing to ſcoff at Religion, and 10 
dro} at any man or any thing, that is Holy; all this, 
and whatever elſe is wicked, we mult relolve either 
to quit, or elle to hazard all. 

It the Pope think it his concern to ſend into the 
field, as the Roman Pontifical words it--Vexillum ſan- 
Fificatum, Enſem benedidum--an hallowed banner, a 
conſecrated ſword--Methinks we ſhould think our 
ſelves obliged to provide againſt our enemics, 
though not ſuperſtitions weapons; yet not Pro- 
phane warriours nelther 3 for) 'tis not the ſtrovg, but 
the clean hand, that beſt wields the ſword; nor is it 
the tout, but the Pure Heart, that's moſt like to get 
the viFory. *Tis Religion, that engageth Heaven and 
defendsearths Tis this , that eſtabliſheth Thrones anc 
Scepters; tis this, that doth advance the Noblemans 
honour,and makes his ſtar ſhine ſo much the brighter 3 
*tis thzs, that makes a Nation beloved of God, and 
feared of men & Tire wnimuw. *Tis Religion and Ver- 
zxe, that muſt beat our ememies and get us Triumphs 5 
tis this, and nothing but this, that will give us, 
through the aſſzance and mercy of our God, a vidto- 
riows and happy kingdom here on earth, and an eter - 
nal one 1n Heaven. 
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